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Overview

You can do a lot using Google applications, and the good news is that all the ones that I will talk 
about in this paper are free.  Everything I cover can be accessed by starting at Google’s home page, 
http://www.google.com .  So that is your starting point for this paper.

Google SearchTM

There are many types of searches that can be done using Google’s search engines.  I will only cover 
two: the general information search and the image search.  Most of us have used the general web 
search engine, which is what you get if you type an entry into the search space on the Google home 
page and click on Google Search.

The second search is using Images.  If you click on the word Images on the Google home page, and 
then enter text into the search box and hit Enter (the key on your keyboard), you will see a result 
showing thumbnail images of the search results.  The following is the result of using Google’s image 
search for “horse”.
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To see more of any image and how it appears on its web page, just click on the thumbnail on the 
search result page. 

Google MapsTM

One of the functions I use most frequently is Google Maps.  If you click on that link on the Google 
home page, you are taken to the Google Maps page.  To find a location on the map, type the name of 
the location into the search form and click Search the map.  
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For more on how to use Google Maps, click on the link for Take a tour.  One of Google Maps best 
features is the “from - to” feature.  For example, if you enter “from Sun Lakes, AZ to Gallup, NM” 
in the map search form, you will not only get the road map highlighted to show how you could travel 
between these two places, but you get turn by turn instructions in the left column.  This is 
particularly helpful if you need to print out or email these instructions to a friend (or even 
yourself).    Tip: learn how to use Google Maps ability to click and drag on a route to change the 
route you want to take between cities.  That comes in very handy.

Google Maps also offers views of the local Traffic flow when you click on the Traffic icon.  Just be 
sure to click on that icon to turn off the flow graphics before you start any other Google Maps 
functions.  The maps work, but they can look a little messy.  Just clear the function first.  You can 
also view a Satellite map or a Terrain map, buy clicking on those icons on the map page.  One of the 
latest features is Street View.  Try this option to see the many images Google has obtained of 
streets in your city or neighborhood.  You get a driver’s eye view as if you are driving down the 
streets.

GmailTM

Get it, get it, get it!  It is free, and everyone should have a web based email capability.  Google’s 
Gmail is excellent and offers many features, including a spam blocker that works.  Click on the 
Gmail link on the Google home page to start your sign up for a Gmail email address.  Just complete 
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the forms, and you will get your new Gmail set up.  You access your Gmail online using any web 
browser (Internet Explorer or Firefox works well with Gmail).

The first time through you can read About Gmail using the link on the page.  Then click on Create an 
account to start the sign-up process.    The most important thing about signing up for Gmail is that 
you can use your new username and password for any other Google program that requires access 
(like Picasa Web AlbumsTM or BloggerTM).  And that is key to using many of these programs.

PicasaTM

Picasa is a free digital photo processing program from Google.  It contains a cataloging capability 
that scans your computer to find all your pictures and an editing capability to clean up your photos. 
To access this program from the Google home page, click on the “more” link on the right to get the 
drop-down menu and then click on the “Photos” link.  Then click on “Picasa” to download the program.
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This takes you to the Picasa software download page, where you can click on the Try Picasa Now 
icon to get the software.  Download it and save it to your hard drive.  

Find the program and double click it to install it on your computer.  After the program starts, it 
catalogs all the images on your computer.  So don’t be surprised if this takes a while.  This is normal 
and to be expected.  Use the Help file to read more about how to use Picasa to shape up your 
pictures.  The program is very straight forward and simple to use.  One of the great features of 
Picasa is the Web Albums capability of the program.  If you first select some pictures by clicking 
on them in the Library (catalog) portion of the program, and then click on the Web Album icon at 
the bottom of the screen, you can upload your pictures to the Internet on Picasa Web Albums. 
Then you can then notify your friends/relatives of your albums so they can view them online.  

BloggerTM

Google Blogger is an excellent way to have your own place to put up comments and pictures on the 
web.  You can create your very own blog, and publish whatever you want.  All blogs are public, so you 
can send the link to all your friends.  A blog is a great way to show your pictures when you want to 
say more than just the title and location where you took the shot.  You can write to your heart’s 
content on a blog.  To create your own blog, start on the Google home page and click on that “more” 
link on the right.  Then click on the “even more” link at the bottom of the drop down menu.  That 
leads you to a new web page with a very long list of Google’s unique applications/services.   Find the 

Google is a registered Trademark of Google, Inc and is used here for instructional purposes only
Page 6



link for Blogger in the right column and click on that to start your application for your own personal 
blog. 

Once you have your own blog, you can easily upload photos to it from your computer or use your 
online Picasa Web Album to get your pictures into your blog.

Google EarthTM

One of Google’s most significant accomplishments is Google Earth.  This is an absolutely amazing 
piece of software.  You will find it from the Google home page through “more” > “even more” and 
looking for Google Earth in the left column.  Follow the links to the Download page.  Download and 
install the software on your computer.
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They have some excellent tutorials that will show you how to operate the program.  To see them, 
open the program and select the Help menu.  Then click on Tutorials on the drop down menu.

The first tutorial, “Navigating on the Earth”, will show you how to get around in Google Earth. 
Review that first.  Then go out and explore the world.  It is awesome.  Check the tutorial “Marking 
locations” so you can personalize your version of Google Earth. 
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After you have navigated around the world for a while, it will be time to start linking your Picasa 
pictures to places on the Earth.  See the tutorial video “Geotagging photos using Picasa” to see how 
this can be done.  You will be able to create thumbnails of your personal photos on Google Earth at 
the locations where you took the pictures.  You can add comments about those pictures, and send 
the photo location links to all your friends.   Then they can see both your photos and where you 
took them.  It doesn’t get much better than that.

Google SkyTM

When you have Google Earth open, if you click on the Sky icon at the top of the page, you can 
switch to a view of the stars, planets and constellations. 

It is amazing that Google has packed so much into one program.  This is for all the astronomers out 
there. 

Google Flight SimulatorTM

One fun element that is buried within Google Earth is the Google Flight Simulator.  To access it you 
must have Google Earth open, and then type Ctrl + Alt + A on your keyboard (and no, it doesn’t have 
to be a capital “A”).  This key combination will open Google Flight Simulator, where you can fly 
either a jet aircraft or a propeller aircraft.  Trust me, start with the propeller aircraft until you 
learn how to fly this simulator.  To uncover the flight controls, select Help from the simulator 
menu.  The simulator uses keyboard combinations to control things like throttle, elevator, ailerons, 
etc.  After you learn some fundamentals, it is fun to fly from one of the many airports that Google 
has coded into the Google Flight Simulator.

GoogleTM Cheat Sheets

Data Doctors recently posted a link to a pdf file that lists all kinds of Google goods and services.  I 
will include their link to Google Cheat Sheets.  It is a nice summary of the current Google activities. 

GoogleTM – Room with a View

As you have seen, Google has plenty of room for services, and it offers some great views. Enjoy!
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